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The SPEE CH of a Noble Peer of this Realm; 


Moft bumbly preſemed to that bleſſed Inflrument of England's Deliverance 


My Lords, | 
this great Debate concerning the King's Speech, 


dies thereof; I have offered -you-my Opinion, and 
many Lords have ſpoken admirably welt to it, with 
great Freedom and Plainneſs, as the Caſe requires. 

- Give me leave to offer you ſome few words, in anſwer 
to two or three of my Lords of the Earls-Bench, that 
have maintained the contrary Opinion. { 

My Lord, near me, hath told your Lordſhips, that 
the Preſident of Hen. the 4th, thatl offered to you (who 
was'2 wiſe and magnanimous Prince; and yet upon the 
Addreſs of his Parliament, put away 4 great part of bis 
Family, and Connſels at one time, ) is no proper inſtance, 
becauſe, he was at Uſurper, had an ill Title, and was 
bound to pleaſe the People. HHH 

My Lords, I'meddle not with his Title, T am ſore our 
King hath a very undoubted one ; But this My Lord 
muſt a}low, that that wiſe Prince having need of the Peo- 
ple, knew no better way to pleaſe them, and to create a 
good intelligence between them and him, than to put 
away thoſe from Court and Council that were unaccep- 
teble to them. | 
- If our King hath the ſame Neceſlity fo pleaſe the Peo- 

e, (though for other Reaſons than want of a Title; ) 

et 1 am ſure the Preſident holds, that a- Wiſe Prince, 
when hc hath need of his People, will rather pare with bis 
Family and Conxſcllors, this aſe them, 0 
My Lords, This Noble- Lord near me, hath found 
fault with that Prefident, that he ſuppoles I offered your 
Lordſhips- concerning the Chargeable Ladies at Court : 
But I remember no ſuch thing, 1 ſaid 3 but if I muft 
fpeak of them, ſhall ſay as the Prophet did to King Saw, 

hat means the bleating of this kind of Catrel? And | hope 
the King will make me the ſame anſwer, that he reſerves 
them for Sacrifice, and means to deliver them xp to pleaſe 
bis People. ; 

For there muſt be, (i plain» Engliſh) my Lords, a 
thange ; We muſt neither have Popiſh Wife, nor Popifh 
Fayourite, nor Popsſh Miſtreſs, nor Popiſh Counſellor at 
Court, or any new Convert. What [ ſpoke was about 
another Lady that belongs not to the Court, but like 
Simpronia in Catalines Conſpiracy, does more Miſchief 
than Cethegwe. | 

In this rime of Diſtreſs, I could humbly adviſe or 
Prince wonld take the ſame courſe that the Duke of Sa- 
'voy did, 19 ſuffer neither Strangers nor Embaſſadors to 
ſtay above ſome few weeks in his Country ; for all the 
Strangers and Embaffadors here, have ſerved the Plor, 
-_ Deſign againſt ns ; I am ſure they have no tye to be 

r us. | 
But tny Lords, what I roſe up to ſpeak, was more 
eſpecially to my Lord of the Earls Bench, that ſpoke laſt, 
and ſits behind me « Who, as he hath the greateſt In- 
fence in our preſent Councils, '{o he hath let fall to 
'you the very Root of the matter, and the hinges upon 


| the ſad State-and Condition we are m, and the Reme- 
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- - 


_ *which all turns; He tells you that the Honſe of Com- 


mons have lately made offers to the King, and he won- 
ders we do not expect the King's Anſwer to them, be- 


'fore we enter into ſo hot and high Debates. 


He tells you, if the King be aſſured of Supplies, we 
"cannot doubt of his Complyance in this and all we can 


-.*ask; for otherwiſe the King ſhould fall into that that is 

*the worſt condition of a Prince, to have his People 
_ *have do confidence in him. My Lords, This is that 1 
> "know they put the King upon, and this 1s that we muſt 
"be rmned by, if we may not with Freedom and Plainneſs 
open our Caſe. 
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My Lords, *Tis a very hard thing to ſay that we car- 
not truſt the King ;,. and that we haye already been deceiy- 
ed ſo ofren, that we ce plainly the apprehenſions of Di/- 
content 1n. the People, is no Argument at Court. And 
though our Prince be in himſelf an Excellent Perſon, 
that the People have the greateſt Inclinations imagina- 
ble to love; yet we muſt ſay he' is a ſuch an- one, as no 
Story affords #44 4 parallel of : How plain and how man 
are the proofs of the Deſign to murther him * How litt 
is he apprehenſive of 1t ? 

"The Tranſattions between: him and his Brother are 
Admirable, and Incomprehenſible. His Brothers deſigns 
being -early Known, to aim at the Crown, before his 
Majeſties Reftauration to this Kingdom. 


_ "This Match with a Portugal Lady, not like to have 


Children, Contrived by the Dukes Father-in-Lam; and no 
ſooner effected, but the Dyke and his Party make Pro- 
clamation to the World, that we are like to have no 
Children, that he muſt be the certain Heir. 

He takes his Seat in Parliament, as Prince of Wales, His 


Guards about him ; The Princes Lodgings at Whitehall, |, 


his Guards npon the ſame Floor, without any InterJo- 
ſition between him' and the King ; ſo that the King was 
in his Hands, and in his Power every Night : All Offices 
and Preferments being beſtowed by him, Nor a Biſhop 
made without him. | | 

. This Prince” chaniges his Religion to make himſelf a 
Patty; and ſich a Party that his Brother muſt be ſure c0 
Se and/be made away, to make room for Him ; nothing 
could preſerve him, but that which I hope he will never 
do, give greater earneſt to that wicked Party than his 


Brother could ; and after all, #1 Plot breaks out, plain- 


ly headed by the Duke, his Intereſt and his Defign.: 

How the King hath behaved himſelf ever ſince the 
breaking out of it, the World knows ; we have ex- 
pected every hour that the Court ſhould joyn with the 
Dake againſt us : And it is evident more hath been done 
to make the Plot 4 Presbyterian Plot, than to diſcoyer 
It; 

.-The Prorogations, the Diſſolutions, the 'catting ſhore 
of Parliaments, not ſuffering them to have time or op- 
portunity to look; into any thing, hath ſhew*d what reaſon 
we have to have confidence in this Court. We are now 
come to a Parizament again, by what Fare or what Conn- 
ſel, for my part I cannot gueſs ; neither dol underſtand 
the: Riddle of it. 

The Duke is quitted and ſent away ; the Houſe of 
Commons have braught up a Bill to. diſable him of the 
Crown ; and I think they are ſo far extreamly in the 
right ; but your Lordſhips are wiſer than I, and have 
rejected 1t ; yet you have thonght fit, and the King him- 
ſelf hath made the Propoſition, to make ſuch Expedients 
as ſhall render him but a Nominal Prince. 

In the mean while where's th# Dake, that the King 
and both Honſes have declared unanimouſly thus dange- 
rous? Why he is in Scotland raiſing of Forces upon the 
Terra firma, that can enter dry-foot upon us, withour 
hazard of Winds or Seas, the very place he ſhould be in 
to raiſe a party there, to be ready when from hence he 
ſhall have notice : So that this' being the (caſe, Where 
# the truſt ? We all think. the buſineſs is /o ripe, that 
they have the Gariſons, the Arms, the Ammunition, the 
Seas and Souldiery all in their.hands ;, they want bur one 

ood Sun: of Mony to ſet, wp, and crown the Work, and 
then they ſhall have no more need of the People 3 and I be» 
lieve whether they are pleaſed or no, will be no great 
trouble to them. | 


A 
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My Lords, 1hear of a Bargain in the Houſe of Com- 
ons, an Adxzeſs made to, the King , but this 1 


know, fpd mviſt boldly, ſay 5t and plainly, that the 'Na- | 


tion is betray'd if upon any Terms we part with ovr Mo- 
ny till we are fare the Ki N | 
will, and wht Conditions you will, they will be of 
no uſe but waſte Paper before Eaſter, if the Court have 
Meny. to. ſet up for Popery-and Arbitrary Deſigns in the. 
oean woe. - Tp 


On the other hand, give me leave to tell you, my | 


Lords, the King hath n6 feaſon to diſtruſt his People 3 
no Man can go home and ſay, that if the King comply 
with bis Peaple they wh Horething for bim, but tare all 
up from him:;. we, watt a Government, and we want 4 
Prince that, we may truſt, even with the ſpexding of half 
our Annual Revenues, tor ſome time, for the Preſervation 


L , 


of theſe Nations., 
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The growing Greatneſs, of the French cannot be ſtopt 
with a little, Expence, nor without a real and hearty 
Union of the King and his People. It was never known 
in Evgland that our Princes wanted Supplies either, for 
their Forreign deſigns, or for their Pleaſures; nothing 
ever ſhut the Engliſh Purſes but the fears of having their 
Mony uſed againit them, ; _- . 
The hour that the King ſhall ſatisfy the People, that 
what we give is not to make us S/aves and wy Ka he may 
have what he will ; and this your Lordſhips 
mankind. that know us :. Therefore let me plainly tell 
your Lotdlhips, the Arguments that the preſent Miniſters 
uſe, is to Deſtroy the King and not Preſerve him : ' For-if 
the King will firſt ſee what we will do for him, it is 1m- 
pdſlible,-if we are in our Sences, we ſhoyld wo any thing. 
Bit if he will firſt ſhew that he is ntzrely oxrs, that he 
weas the Imereſt and the Religion of the Nation, *tis im- 
poſlible he ſhould want any thing that-we can give. 
But I ſee how the Argument: will be uſed : Sir, they 
will do nothing for you, what ſhould you do with theſe 
Men ? Bur on the other hand I am bold to ſay, 
S:r,You.may haveany thing of this Parliament ; put away 
theſe Men,: change your Principles, change -your Court, and 
wr your Self; for rhe King himſelf may have any thing 
of us- £ 
My Lords, if 1 have been too plain, I beg your Par- 
don ; I thought it was the Duty of an Engliſh Noble-man 
at this time to ſpeak plain, or never. 
. I am ſure I mean well: and if any Man can anſwer or 
oppoſe. Reaſon to what I ſay, I beg they would do ut ; 
for I do not deſire or propoſe any Queſtion. 
_ 1 Beg this Debate may laſt for ſome days, and that we 
may go to the bottom of the matter, and ſee if theſe 
things are ſo or no, and what Cure there is of the Evil 
we are in.; and then the Reſult of your Debates may 
produce ſome proper Queſtion. | p 
However, we know who hears, and I am glad of this, 


that your Lordſhips have dealt ſo honourably and ſo clear- 


ly in the Kings preſence and in the King*s hearing, that 
he cannot ſay he wants a right State of things ;, he hath 
it before him, and may take Counſel as he thinks fit. 


The Caſe of Francis Smith, Bookſcller. 
OR publiſhing the aforeſaid Speech, and handing 


(2): 


a Bag and String let down in the Night, to get ſome 2 


| ours ;, have what Laws you | 


ow, and all 
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Food conyeyed to him. + His Window:Cafements nailed 
up, thathe might nor have the benefit. of that common 
Air which is every Slave's Birthright. And becauſe be 
would not pay Arbitrazy Jron Fees, he was put 3 Weeks 
 into'a Dungeon, fiveWeeks into a Trap-room, a place 
prepared for condemned Murderers, &c. And when 
ſcores of Pounds were, ſpenr, beſides Priſon Fees, to. 


chargeable. Habeas Corpwa*s, he was. admitted to Bail. 
But before it came, wasforced to lie on the bare Boards 
in an open Entry in the depth of Winter, to his real 
Charge and Damage of near 300 /. 


reſt from Troubles. And- from the Year 79, to the Year 
89, he hath-been a Priſoner, and in 
ſeven Years. . | 

Beſides, his Son and Daughter have been four times 


Charge; by Fines and Trials ; 304. of which Charge 
was, for publiſhing the Proceedings in the illegal Elefti- 


gal Choice of Mr. 'Papillon and Mr." Dwubow ;, the two laſt 
having. 2600 Hands, and the two former about 1 500. 


General Warrants, that neither expreſied his Name nor 
Crime, and kept, during pleaſure, at.6 s. 8 d. per diem; 


price, could not be bailed nor diſcharged. 

And ris ſufficiently known to many hundreds, that 
for printing and promoting Petitions for a Parliament 
to Sit, he was committed to Newgate, and there lay at 
great Charge and Dammage, being expoſed to the ut- 
moſt Severity, becauſe he would not ſubmit and retract 
the ſame; ( which Service was highly approved of, by 
many Parliament-Men, with others, both of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry) it happening at that Time when Pe- 
titioning was forbidden by Proclamation. 

For Reprinting and Publiſhing the Book called the 
Proteſtants Aſſociation entred into againſt Papiſts in Queen 
| Elizabeth's Reign, with Marginal Notes relating to onr 
Day, ke was. again committed to Newgate, and there 
kept till delivered by the Habeas-Corpus ACt, to his great 
Charge and Dammage. 

For Publiſhing ſome Arbitrary Proceedings of the 
Lord Chief- Juſtice Scroggs, he was committed to the 
King s-Bench Priſon ;, forced to pay a 10 1. Fine, beſides 
Habeas Corpw, and Priſon-Charges, before he could ob- 
tain his Liberty. 

He had of the Books called; The Growth of Popery and 
Arbitrary Governmen, as many burnt by the Common 
Hangman, as would have yielded above 1507. 

He waited on the City Members to the Oxford Parlia- 
ment, where at his own Charge he preſented meſt of the 
'Lords and Commons with a Book called Vox Populz, al- 
{erting by Law the Peoples Right for frequent Parlia- 
ments, and not to be Prorogued nor Diſſolved, till the 
Publick Grievances of the Nation were redreſſed. And 
though he could not legally be moleſted for it, yet two 
Miſcreant Wretches ſwore him into Newgate again, un- 
der the cauſeleſs charge of High Treaſon ; where he 
remained many Weeks, in all appearance ſo near loſing 


obrain Bail or Trial, but all ineffetual, until by four | 


Exile as aforeſaid, 


on of Mr.'Nerth and Mr, Rich, in oppofitian to the Le- 
He hath alſo been Eighteen Times in Cuſtody upon, 


and till that was paid, and an Order obtained at 52 5. 


From-the Year 59, to the Year 79, he never had much þ 


Priſoners.in the King*s Bench and Newgate, at excelliye” 


E tothe Preſs another Half-ſhcet for private Uſe, he | his Life, that he made Requeſt to the then Worſhipful 
the ſaid Francs Smith was proſecuted in the Crown-Office | Sheriffs ( Mr. Bethel and Alderman Corniſh ) - that he 
unto Judgment and Execution of Body and Goods ; might not be barbarouſly uſed at Execution, nor denied 
whereby. he was forced to ſell his Shop and Warehouſe | liberty to ſpeak while he had freedom, nor to be cut 
( to prevent Seizure) for 125 /, which would, by com- | down till dead. All which they promiſed, aſſuring him 
mon Retail, have yielded many Hundreds of Pounds. | he ſhould have fair play for his Life, and an honeſt Ju- 
After this, indicted, and tried for the ſame ; and by the | ry : Which was by his implacable Proſecutors ſo far _ 
Lord Chief Juſtice Jefferies fined 5001. and to ſtand | foreſeen, and the Witneſſes againſt him ſuch Miſcrean \ 


three Times 1n the Pillory : Through which illegal and 
ſevere Fine, he was kept in Priſon and Exile ſeven | 


Years. ' | 
Beſides this hard uſage, within the ſpace of 24 Years 
paſt, he hath been 4o Times a Priſoner, under great 
egy ſometimes on his Perſon, other times 'on his 
urſe. 
he was kept Iock*d up in the Gate-bouſe Priſon 26 Weeks, 
under frequent forced Faſts, his Food being ſo much de- 
tained from him,” that he-was forced to deviſe a way by 


One time for a Book intituled Afirabils Ame, | 


Villains, that after many Weeks Impriſonment, he was 
admitted to be baffed, and once more diſcharged from 
that doleful Priſon of Newgate. | | 

To conclude this ſforrowful Story of his 41 Impriſon- 
ments, his loſs of Shop and Trade many Years, with 


other exceſſive Charges and Dammages which cannot } 


(upon a moderate computation ) but amount to more 
than 2000 /. whereby he and his Family are reduced 


from a plentiful Condition, to the compaſſionate help 
of well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. ; | 
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London, Printed for Fr, Smith, ac the Elephant 2nd Caſtle in Popes-head Alley, oyer againſt the Royal Exchange, 163g. 
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